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Dear ASA Friends and Members, 

Another year has flown by and ASA’s project to teach English to children at a 

daycare center in Rio de Janeiro’s Rocinha Favela is now in its 3rd year. We are 

happy to report that it is continuing strongly despite the unfavorable conditions in 

Rio and especially in Rocinha at present. 

The daycare center was forced to close for two weeks in September 2017 because of 

a violent war between two rival drug gangs which broke out in the narrow and steep 

alleys of Rocinha.  While the situation is calmer now intermittent violence continues. 

Despite these difficulties ASA has begun the year teaching English to 32 children, 

organized into 6 age appropriate classes.  The children range in age from 1 to 13 

and many of them are returning students.  We are making steady progress and the 

children’s parents all understand the benefit of learning English from an early age.  It 

could open doors. 

Here in Switzerland, we spent much of the year raising funds to insure long-term 

support for the program. In November Ahead with English, a major sponsor of ASA, 

held a Spelling-Marathon raising over 4300CHF! The school children were introduced 

to the project and took to heart the need to help children with fewer advantages. 

One of the ASA board members organized her 70th Birthday Party as a fundraiser for 

ASA asking for donations toward the program rather than personal gifts. It was 

attended by over 150 people. Donations are still rolling in. 

The committee has been discussing continued strategies for raising funds and for 

how best to support the program in Rocinha. Several more fundraisers, including a 

repeat of last year’s popular Tea at Mariastein, will take place in the coming year. 

We are very grateful to all of you who have supported us by attending one of our 

events, becoming a member or by contributing your time.  And we thank you for 

your continuing support. 

With best regards, 

Simone Littlejohn 

President ASA A Step Ahead  

http://www.asastepahead.com/

